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e the school they went to when permanently housed
(known as the schaool of origin);

sthe last school they went to
(also known as the school of origin); or

e the school located in the attendance area where they
are temporarily living (known as the local school).

STUDENTS IN TEMPORARY
HOUSING HAVE THE RIGHT TO:

simmediately enroll in school
and attend classes;

eget free transportation to the school of origin
even if it is in another district;

eget free transportation to the local school if
transportation is provided to other students;

eget special education services immediately
if the student has a current IEP (even if
the IEP itself is not available or if it is from
another district);

eparticipate in any school activity that is
available to other students and get
transportation to and from all before-
or after-school activities if it is provided
to other students; and

eget free school meals without filling out
an application.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHO CAN HELP STUDENTS LIVING
IN TEMPORARY HOUSING?

Every school district must appoint a homeless liaison to
help children and youth in temporary housing participate
in school. Contact information for the liaison and other

useful organizations can be found in this brochure.

CAN A SCHOOL REQUIRE A STUDENT IN
TEMPORARY HOUSING TO SHOW PROOF OF
RESIDENCE TO REGISTER FOR SCHOOL?

No, if a student says that she is homeless, she
must be enrolled immediately even if she doesn’t
have the papers normally needed, such as proof of
residence, immunization records, a birth certificate,
guardianship records, or school records.

CAN A STUDENT WHO IS LIVING IN TEMPORARY
HOUSING STAY IN THE SAME SCHOOL IF HE
MOVES OUT OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT?

Yes, the student has the right to attend the school he

attended when he was permanently housed as long as he

does not have to travel more than 50 miles each way.
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awaiting foster care placement. Parents, guardians and unaccompanied youth living
in temporary housing have the right to appeal a
THEY CAN CHOOSE FROM: school’s decision. The school must immediately

enroll the student, give him a written explanation

of its decision, and refer him to the district’s
homeless liaison for help with the appeal process.
The student has the right to go to school and get
transportation to school untii a final decision is made.

IF A STUDENT MOVES INTO PERMANENT
HOUSING, CAN SHE STAY IN THE SAME SCHOOL?

Yes. Students who move into permanent housing can
stay in the same school until the end of the school
year. Some students can stay one more year if it is
the student’s last year in that school (for example,
students going into the 8th or 12th grades).

DID YOU KNOW...?

If you share housing with relatives, friends
or others because you lost your housing or
have nowhere else to go, you may be covered
under the McKinney-Vento Act. Students
covered under the Act have the right to stay
in the same school and get transportation
to school, or immediately enroll in the local
school. Speak to the liaison in your school
district for more information.




